LECK ST PETER’S CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

HOMEWORK POLICY

PURPOSE

Homework will:
· Promote an effective partnership between the school, parents and carers in supporting the aims of the school.

· Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding particularly in numeracy and literacy.

· Encourage pupils to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study on their own, and prepare them for the requirements of secondary school.

PHILOSOPHY:
We believe that learning is not confined to school hours and that:

        “learning at home is an essential part of the good education to which all

          our children are entitled”

The discipline of homework develops the desirable independent skills and attitudes our children will need for successful lifelong learning.

AIMS:
1 to ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility;

2 to ensure that the needs of the individual pupil are taken into account;

3 to improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils;

4 to extend and support the learning experience via reinforcement and revision;

5 to provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work together in partnership;

6 to encourage parents and children to work together to enjoy learning experiences;

CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY
Homework tasks will increase in difficulty and challenge commensurate with age and ability.

All children are provided with a homework/reading bag which should be used exclusively for “home to school” tasks. Children will keep reading records, spelling books/activities and mental arithmetic books in these bags as appropriate.

At home children should be provided with a quiet, warm place in which to work, away from such distractions as television.

It is expected that children will have access to writing materials.

The use of PCs for word processing and for information gathering is to be encouraged, where these are available.

(Please see policies on safe internet use)

At Key Stage 1 and EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage):

One hour of homework each week will be set for pupils.
Tasks will include:
· Set reading from a graded book;

· Spellings or phonic work;
· Maths (KS1);

· Activities linked to classroom studies.

Parents are expected to share these activities with their children, reading with children, supervising spelling practice or playing games.

Reading bedtime stories and taking opportunities to talk with and listen to young children remain of utmost importance to the child’s development.

At Key Stage 2:

The amount of time set for homework will increase so that at year 3 and 4 children will have 1½ hours set each week. This increases to 2 hours weekly.
Tasks set at key stage 2 will include:  
· Reading activities (minimum of 15 minutes)

· Spelling activities

· Mental arithmetic and other numeracy activities (TT Rockstars)

In addition children may from time to time be asked to undertake research for a topic or to undertake tasks related to class work over a longer period. Year 6 may also have additional work.
Tasks set at key stage 2 will carry an expectation of increased independence, although parents are encouraged to monitor their children’s work and to give help if required.
All work undertaken will be monitored and marked as appropriate and feedback given to children within the lesson context.

HOLIDAY TASKS:
In order to maintain interest and continuity and to practise skills learned, summer holiday tasks are encouraged. Children are asked to recount their holiday in a variety of ways. 

For further guidance reference may be made to the following additional policies and guidelines:

                English
                Special Needs

                Mathematics

                Home School Agreement
EVALUATION:
This policy will be reviewed by the curriculum committee and updated as necessary.
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