Leck St. Peter’s C.E Primary School

Religious Education Policy
Philosophy

The Religious Education in the school contributes to the school’s Mission Statement which states:
“Valuing each person as created in the image of God and therefore of infinite worth.”

In the light of this statement we strive through the Christian ethos and curriculum to address the changing issues of contemporary society, preparing pupils to be responsible and caring citizens of the 21st Century.  

The contribution of RE to the spiritual, moral, cultural and social development of pupils is significant.
Spiritual development within enriches and encourages the pupils’ discovery of God the creator, of their ‘inmost being’ and of the wonder of the environment. 

Moral development is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ, which offer pupils a secure foundation stone on which to make decisions and build their lives.

Social development enriches pupils’ understanding of what it means to live in a Christian community where Jesus’ command to love one another is put into practice.  

Cultural development provides opportunities to develop an understanding of Christianity as a worldwide, multi-cultural faith that has an impact on the lives of millions of people.

Purpose

As a Voluntary Aided School, the management of RE is a distinctive role of the governors and headteacher. It is taught in accordance with the school’s Trust Deed and in accordance with the rites, practices and doctrines of the Church of England. Whilst we serve the local community, the views of the families from which the pupils come are also respected as RE is seen as integral and essential to the whole ethos and life of the school.
Aims and objectives of RE.
1. To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British culture and heritage. 

2. To enable pupils to know and understand about other major world religions and world views, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insights. 

3. To contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical convictions, exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values. 

RE Statement of Entitlement: The Church of England Education Office 2016

This can be expressed in more detail and distinctively as:

We learn about

· God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation, the giving of the law, His action in history and through the prophets;

· God who reveals Himself ultimately in Jesus his Son, living among us and dying and rising for us;

· God who reveals himself in his Spirit working in the living faith of the Church experienced through scripture, tradition and reason.

We learn from

· an empathetic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement with it;

· responding personally to the stories and teachings of Jesus Christ;

· examples of Christian living which give priority to the values of unconditional love, forgiveness, reconciliation, justice, compassion and faith. 

We also help pupils to:

· learn about other faiths, their beliefs, traditions and practices and learn from them through encounter and dialogue;

· recognise and respect those of all faiths in their search for God;

· recognise areas of common belief and practice between different faiths;

· enrich and expand their understanding of truth while remaining faithful to their own tradition;

· enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions.

· reflect theologically and explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life in today’s society;

· reflect critically on the truth claims of Christian belief;

· see how the truth of Christianity is relevant today;

· understand the challenge faced by Christians in today’s pluralist and post-modern society;

· develop the skills to handle the Bible text;

· recognise that faith is based on commitment to a particular way of understanding God and the world;

· begin to develop their own commitments, beliefs and values;

· develop a sense of themselves as significant, unique and precious;

· experience the breadth and variety of the Christian community;

· engage in thoughtful dialogue with other faiths and traditions;

· become active citizens, serving their neighbour;

· find a reason for hope in a troubled world;

· understand how religious faith can sustain believers in difficult circumstances and in the face of opposition.
Our RE enables:

· pupils and teachers to talk openly and freely about their own personal beliefs and practice without fear of ridicule;

· pupils to make excellent and appropriate progress in their knowledge and understanding of Christianity;

· pupils from Christian families to talk openly about their beliefs and values in lessons and to grow in their faith;

· pupils from other faith backgrounds to understand and be encouraged in their faith;

· pupils with no religious background to be given an insight into what it means to be a person of faith;

· pupils of all backgrounds to have a safe place to explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life in today’s society.

RE content and time allocation
As a governing body we have adopted the revised Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Syllabus - "Questful RE" which also makes reference to and complements the national “Understanding Christianity” materials. By using both of these published materials we are ensuring that there is explicit teaching of Christian concepts and God’s big salvation story.

A minimum of 1 hour per week is timetabled at both Key Stages 1 and 2 for Religious Education. The Early Years Foundation Stage has some discrete teaching during the week and is also provided for through continuous provision. 
The teaching of Christianity takes up approximately 80% of the curriculum time.  Non-Christian faiths are studied and they take up the remaining 20% of the curriculum time.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, children work to a two year rolling programme (see appendix) and at Key Stage 2, a four year programme.

Non-Christian faith units are clearly shown on the rolling programmes.

Although RE and Collective Worship naturally complement one another, the Religious Education Syllabus is generally separate from Collective Worship, which is managed through its own policy, although at times Collective Worship will enrich Religious Education e.g. Christian Festivals and Prayer. 
Progression

It is important to recognise the progression through the school so that the children’s understanding and skills develop as their maturity allows them to reflect and question their own beliefs and values. The Diocesan material is a spiral curriculum and areas are re-visited with increasingly complex ideas and big questions in order that the RE journey should be evident across the whole school. Teachers choose activities and teaching styles appropriate to the age group from the resources in the syllabus, in order to enable this to happen.
Reflection

We encourage and enable our children to mature in relation to their personal values by reflecting on religious beliefs and practices and their response to these aspects of shared human experiences, such as the natural world and relationships with others. A time to reflect is often built into lessons and a reflective garden is in the grounds of the school. Reflective spaces are also incorporated into different areas of the school building when appropriate.
SEN provision 

We aim to provide differentiated work for differing pupil ability.  All children benefit from work that is relevant and this is particularly so for those with Special Needs. Every child has an entitlement to be taught the full range of subjects including RE.  

Equal Opportunities

Religious Education allows time for the discussion of many equal opportunity issues such as discrimination by belief, ethnicity, gender or social circumstance.  We aim to develop in the children an appreciation, understanding and respect for the rights, needs and feelings of others.

Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting to Parents

RE is assessed formally three times a year, using suggestions from the Diocesan syllabus units of work. A ‘ladder of expectation of achievement’ is used to make judgements as to whether pupils are entering, developing or secure.  Samples of work are kept in each classes’ RE logbook/floor book and are briefly annotated using the language of the ‘ladder of expectation’ to explain the learning taking place including activities, experiences and children’s responses. 
In our annual end of year written report, parents are informed of their child’s attainment and effort in the subject.
Resources

Resources are centralised and include CDs, DVDs, artefacts, reference books, assorted Bibles, picture books and works of art as well as the national “Understanding Christianity” folder.
St. Peter’s Church is a resource in itself and the close proximity of the school to the church ensures easy access to both the church building and the grounds.

The subject leader should be informed of any gaps in resources as topics are covered.

Consultation, Management and Review

The RE subject leader will ensure coverage of the syllabus by checking medium term planning and will assist staff as required – recommending resources, finding out information when needed and leading INSET. RE cluster meetings, led by the diocese are attended by the RE subject leader in order to keep informed of developments in the subject.
Staff Development

INSET is provided when necessary.  

Evaluation

The RE syllabus is reviewed as necessary.

The Legal Requirements for Religious Education

Religious education is governed by both the 1944 and 1988 Education Acts as well as by the school’s Trust Deed.

This legislation requires Religious Education to be provided for all pupils (1988 Education Reform Act, Section 2(1)(a).)  The type of Religious Education provided must be in accordance with the Trust Deed. (Church of England)

Parental Rights of Withdrawal in a Voluntary Aided School.

Parents may request the governing body to provide Religious Education for their children according to the Agreed Syllabus.  This can only be requested when parents cannot, with reasonable convenience, arrange for their children to attend another school where Religious Education is provided according to the Agreed Syllabus.  The governing body should make provision unless the circumstances make it unreasonable to do so.

Should the governing body be unable to make such arrangements for Religious Education to be delivered according to the Agreed Syllabus, the responsibility for doing so then falls on the Local Authority. The Local Authority may decide that such a request for separate Religious Education is unreasonable and the parental request then fails.

Parents may withdraw their children from Religious Education as they may in any school.  

If such a request for withdrawal is made, the Headteacher should explore the reasons for the request and seek to arrive at an accommodation.  It may be that only some elements of Religious Education or Worship are objected to.

Complaints about the Provision of Religious Education

It is hoped that any complaint will be resolved informally by the Head Teacher, in consultation with the Governors, and possibly with advice from the Diocese.  However, if the complaint is not satisfactorily resolved then formal procedures come into play and the matter will be adjudicated by a specially constituted sub-committee of the Diocesan Board of Education acting on behalf of the Bishop of the Diocese.

Date: 24th April 2023
